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I. EFCA Statement of Faith:   

 

Article 7: “That water baptism and the Lord's Supper are ordinances to be observed by the Church during the 

present age. They are, however, not to be regarded as means of salvation.”  [for a more detailed discussion I 

would refer the reader to “The Significance of Silence” and/or “This We Believe” by Arnold T. Olson] 

 

II. Baptism: 

 

a. definition:  strictly speaking the Greek word baptizo means "to plunge, dip, immerse" something 

in water.  This is the commonly recognized and standard meaning of the term in ancient Greek 

literature both inside and outside of the Bible. Further it can also be used to mean “to be 

drowned” Important to this discussion is the Greek term rhantizo which means to sprinkle as 

used in Hebrews 9:13, 19, 21 and other verses. This action, in so far as I have researched, never 

occurs in connection with baptism. 

 

b. purpose: In his “Systematic Theology” Dr. Wayne Grudem writes, “What then is the positive 

meaning of baptism?  In all the discussion over the mode of baptism and the disputes over its 

meaning, it is easy for Christians to lose sight of the significance and beauty of baptism and to 

disregard the tremendous blessing that accompanies this ceremony.  The amazing truths of 

passing through the waters of judgment safely, of dying and rising with Christ, and of having our 

sins washed away, are truths of momentous and eternal proportion and ought to be an occasion 

for giving great glory and praise to God.  If churches would teach these truths more clearly 

baptisms would be the occasion of much more blessing in the church.” 

 

Baptism is a means by which God blesses the church body. This occurs when those witnessing the 

baptism enter into, with the person being baptized, a recognition and identification with Jesus Christ. His 

death, burial, and resurrection are pictured in the act of immersion. Paul writes to the Romans in 6:3-4 

“Or do you not know that all of us who have been  baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His 

death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.” Baptism is an 

event that demonstrates the identification of a person with the completed work of Jesus Christ. Also, as 

we will discuss later, those individuals who received baptism in the New Testament were people who 

had already had a saving faith in Jesus. [Other related Scriptural texts are Mark 1.5-10; Colossians 2.11-

12; Acts 22.16 with Titus 3.5] 

 

 



c. mode: In this section we seek the Scripture in order to answer a significant question. Who should 

be baptized? In the New Testament passages that look at or give examples of baptism all but one 

of them in their direct context assign baptism with a clear indication of belief in the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

1. Acts 2:41 is a narrative example of baptism. In that account there is clearly stated that after 

Peter preached at Pentecost, “those who received his word were baptized.” The text indicates 

that baptism was administered to those who "received his word" and we therefore conclude 

that they trusted in Christ for salvation. 

 

2. Acts 8:12 When Philip preached the gospel in Samaria, Scripture records, "when they 

believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 

Christ, they were baptized, both men and women." Once again belief in the Gospel of Christ 

precedes baptism. 

 

3. Acts 10:44-46  A great deal is occurring in this passage but central to this discussion is that 

there was credible evidence that those who had heard the Gospel and responded in belief 

were baptized.  Peter preached to the Gentiles that gathered in Cornelius' house.   He 

permitted baptism for those who had heard the Word and received the Holy Spirit. The Holy 

Spirit is the one who comes at the moment of salvation and regenerates a person.  While 

Peter was preaching, "the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word."  Peter's response was 

that baptism is appropriate for those who have received the regenerating work of the Holy 

Spirit: "Can any one forbid water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy 

Spirit just as we have?"  Then Peter "commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ" (Acts 10:47-48).  The point of these three passages in the book of Acts is that baptism 

is appropriately given to those who have received the gospel and trusted in Christ for 

salvation.   

 

There are other texts that we will look at in a moment that consider “household baptisms” but before we 

engage those there is another point in this discussion that bears hearing out. In addition to those 

indications from New Testament narratives, mentioned above, that baptism always followed upon 

saving faith, there is a second consideration that argues for believers' baptism. The point is in answer to 

what is the meaning of baptism. It appears that in the New Testament baptism was the outward symbol 

of beginning the Christian life. It, therefore, should only be exercised upon those who show evidence of 

having begun the Christian life.    For example, Paul says, "as many of you as were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ" [Galatians 3:27].  This could not be true if baptism had been experienced by those 

who have not begun the Christian life. In other words, those who had not trusted upon Jesus Christ for 

their salvation. Paul did not say nor could he have said, "as many infants as have been baptized into 

Christ have put on Christ," because infants have not yet come to saving faith or given any evidence of 

regeneration. As we read Scripture, especially those portions that address baptism specifically, we see 

that the New Testament authors wrote as though they clearly assumed that everyone who was baptized 

had also already trusted in Christ and experienced salvation. 

 

4. Acts 16:32-34 is an example of the Philippian jailer and all in his house being baptized. We 

do not discredit the account. We, however, read in context that it was Paul and Silas that 

“spoke the word of the Lord to him and all that were in his house.” And so they were 

baptized. Verse 34 gives us an indication that what they rejoiced over was their personal faith 

“having believed in God.” Yes it was a household baptism but prior to that there is evidence 

of household faith as well. 

 

5. 1 Corinthians 1:16 tells us that Paul baptized the household of Stephanas. In the immediate 

context there is nothing that reads concerning his household exercising saving faith. A more 



close examination of Scripture will show us, however, that is exactly what had happened. In 

1 Corinthians 16:15 we are told that “the household of Stephanas were the first converts in 

Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints.” So not only was the 

entire household baptized but they also were a household that had saving faith. 

 

6. Acts 16:14-15 is another example of a “household baptism.” This text addresses Lydia and 

her household where it says, "The Lord opened her heart to give heed to what was said by 

Paul.  And when she was baptized, with her household ...” The text does not have any 

information about whether there were infants in her house.  It is unclear from this one 

account and therefore, is not enough evidence to consider in favor of infant baptism.  

 

John 4:35 and Acts 18:8 both record instances where saving faith comes and there is no Scriptural 

evidence that baptism took place. In the Gospel of John it is the message of Christ Himself that 

the official’s father believes, “he and all his house.” There is no baptism afterwards. When Paul 

spoke in Corinth, “Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with all his 

household.” No baptism afterwards.  

  

  

III. Dedication:  

 

The culture and context of Hope EFCA is one where infants are often baptized. We have not gone into the 

particular how’s and why’s of that view. We can at some later date if we determine that is necessary. For now 

we consider the practice of dedication.  

 

There is no Biblical text that prescribes the practice of baby dedication as an ordinance and therefore we cannot 

conclude that it must be done in the life of a church. Having said that, however, there are Biblical example and 

texts where it does seem that believing parents present their children before the Lord in order to demonstrate 

their own willingness to raise that child in accordance with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

1. 1 Samuel 1 gives the account of the birth of the Prophet Samuel and according to her vow, his 

mother, Hannah dedicated her son to the Lord. After he was weaned she went to the priest and 

the word of God records, “She said, “Oh, my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, I am the 

woman who stood here beside you, praying to the Lord. For this boy I prayed, and the Lord 

has given me my petition which I asked of Him. So I have also dedicated him to the Lord; as 

long as he lives he is dedicated to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there.” [1 Samuel 

1:26-28] 

 

2. Luke 2:22 is the account of Jesus being presented at the Temple by Joseph and Mary. They 

were fulfilling what had been prescribed in the Law, “And when the days for their purification 

according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present 

Him to the Lord.” 

 

These two passages give us hope in that as we practice dedication it is appropriate to do so. Rightly 

understood in our context because Jesus Christ has fulfilled the Law and offered Himself as a sacrifice 

for our sins parents that have faith in Christ present their child but in reality are dedicating themselves to 

the Godly rearing of that child. 



 

 

IV. Conclusion: 

 

In conclusion, it is my personal conviction based upon the above understanding of Scripture that I am unable to 

perform infant baptism. Rather than engage the argument of those who support a paedobaptist view I have 

chosen to highlight the Scriptures and reasoning that have informed my conviction. I believe that the waters of 

baptism should be given only to those who profess Jesus Christ as their forgiver and master. Further, that it 

ought to be considered by all who have saving faith in Jesus and entered into as an act of obedience to Scripture 

with the result that the body of Christ experience the blessing of God. Finally, because Scripture only uses the 

word baptizo to indicate the practice of baptism I believe that the Biblical mode is to immerse the candidate in 

water rather than to sprinkle. 

 

 

 

 


