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 Marriage is a covenant relationship between a man, a woman, and God. This covenant was God’s idea. 

[Genesis 2.18-25] Walter Elwell defines marriage as, “An intimate and complementing union between a man 

and a woman in which the two become one physically, in the whole of life. The purpose of marriage is to reflect 

the relationship of the Godhead and to serve him. Although the fall has marred the divine purpose and function 

of marriage, this definition reflects the God-ordained ideal for marriage from the beginning.”1 [emphasis added]  

 As a man and a woman come forward with the desire to be joined together in this covenant there are 

Biblical standards and requirements that need to be considered by them and by the clergy who will officiate.  

 

 At Hope Evangelical Free Church it is our desire to establish and nurture Christian Families. [in the 

whole of life] To that end, the following discussion is our current position and policy regarding marriage. 

 

 1. Marriage, by definition, and Biblical record is between one man and one woman which was instituted 

by God. [Gen. 2.24] When God created humans He created them male and female, in His image and likeness, 

that they should reflect His image to the universe and to bring glory to Him. [Gen. 1.26-27] The Fall of 

humanity, (i.e. sin) has seriously distorted the image of God in mankind but not destroyed it altogether.  

 Jesus Christ came to pay the penalty for our sin [Isaiah 53.1-6; 1 Corinthians 15.3-5] and to restore us to 

a right relationship with God. It is in Jesus Christ, and Him alone, that we are forgiven of our sin by trusting 

Him completely and solely. 

  

2. Marriage is between a Christian man and a Christian woman. [2 Cor. 6.14-16] We understand that 

relationships develop along very different paths and that we, as followers of Christ, are called to relate to non-

Christians for the purposes of displaying the love of God in Christ. That, however, does not negate clear 

Biblical warrants that inform our relationships. With respect to the covenant of marriage, we understand that 

God prohibits a believing person from joining to a non-believing person. Therefore, we will not perform a 

wedding ceremony for two parties where Pastor or an Elder, upon interviewing the man and woman, determine 

that such conditions exist.  

 

3. Marriage and re-Marriage: Unfortunately, because of our sin, as humans we can commit behavior that 

falls well short of what God has declared and what He expects. This is true in the arena of marriage. For various 

reasons people apply for and are granted divorce. This was never God’s design. [Malachi 2.16]  

In Mark 10, in order to trap Jesus, the Pharisees put this very issue before Him. His statement is very 

strong against divorce. In this passage, however, God did permit divorce because of the hardness of the human 

heart. Does the Bible address any specific instances where divorce is permitted? We believe there are two such 

circumstances. Matthew 19.3 ff discusses the exception of immorality. 1 Cor. 7.8-16 discusses the exception of 

abandonment. In both of these cases the Christian is free to re-marry. Therefore, if there is a divorce, for any 

other reason, among the couple seeking to enter the covenant of marriage. We will not perform the ceremony. 

 

With our desire to establish and nurture Christian families divorce is not an option. 

 

4. Marriage and purity: God calls the believer to a moral standard that is different from what most 

people encounter in our society. With respect to marriage one of the key moral standards He calls us to is sexual 

purity. [Hebrews 13.4] Further, we are called in 1 Thess. 4.1-8 to be different from the culture that surrounds us. 

Therefore, to that end any couple that is cohabitating will find separate housing for the period of time while 

premarital counseling will take place. This begins at the informal interview. Most often this will be from 3 to 6 

                                                 
1Elwell, W. A., & Elwell, W. A. 1997, c1996. Evangelical dictionary of biblical theology (electronic ed.). Baker 

reference library; Logos Library System. Baker Book House: Grand Rapids 



months prior to the ceremony. Further, we expect that the couple will refrain from physical intimacy if that type 

of intimacy was part of their relationship prior to the wedding ceremony. We will not perform the ceremony of 

any couple unwilling to separate and remain sexually inactive. 

 

 

Personal Agreements: 

 

 1. The couple will be required to finish premarital counseling in a timely fashion. There are normally six 

sessions that need to be attended by both people. More session may be deemed as necessary depending upon the 

issues that are raised at each session. Each session can be up to ninety minutes long and should have a period of 

at least two weeks in between. The sessions begin at the informal interview and end at the dress rehearsal. If a 

session is missed it will be the responsibility of the couple to reschedule. 

 

 2. The couple agrees to attend church for, at least three months, prior to the ceremony. 

 

 3. All homework assignments are the responsibility of the couple to complete before coming to each 

session. 

 

 4. If, for any reason, Pastor believes it necessary to stop progress towards the ceremony he can do so up 

to the point in time of the very first note of music during the ceremony. 

 

Note from Pastor: I do realize the tone of this position is strong and, most likely, not what a couple in love 

expects when coming to request being married. It does, however, come from a serious conviction that marriage 

is the highest of all institutions and governed by God so it is without apology that I make it and hope and pray 

that He will be the center of your relationship and your covenant. 


